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DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 6, 2022 

VIA ZOOM 

 

Present:  Michelle Coelho, Kate Conetta, Gladys Cooper 

Absent:  Loren Daly, Albert Russo  

Also Present:   Luisa Zagottis Britton, Theresa Buzaid, Rachel Chaleski, Anne Mead, Mike Seelig 

 

Chair Kate Conetta called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

 

2022-2023 School Calendar – Survey Results 

M. Seelig reviewed the survey results, indicating that it was a 50/50 split.  Discussion ensured amongst 

the committee.  Motion by K. Conetta, seconded by M. Coelho to recommended to the Board of Education Version 

2 (Half Day Version) for approval.  Voted Unanimously. 

 

Welcoming Schools-FACE update 

A. Mead explained that The Welcoming School initiative is an initiative of CREC with the desire to improve family 

involvement in schools and aims to make parents feel welcome, to celebrate diversity of the school community 

and set unique goals to improve how inviting schools appear with ultimately having a positive impact on student.   

She shared that Family and Community Engagement Center is currently at 17 Cottage Street while renovations 

take place at 49 Osborne St.  The current programs running through the Center include School Registration, People 

Empowering People (PEP), Learn To Play Playgroups, Parent Supporting Educational Excellence and Learn to Play 

Playgroups. The Center also is partnering with RVNA Health to offer school physicals to new incoming students.  

SUNsational Summer filled up in 3 days and the 21 C programs will be taking registrations shortly. A family 

newsletter is sent to families at the beginning of each month that highlights events within the district -- programs 

and activities aim to Engage, Empower and Educate our families.   

 

A. Mead also shared that she is proud to announce the winning of 2 grants of $20,000.00 to 4 school food pantries 

from Stop and Shop Charities, and for a Pollinator Garden at Great Plain school from the CT Master Gardeners 

Association in conjunction with a local not for profit who matched the initial amount 

 

Kindergarten Virtual Visiting Project Data Review 

A. Mead relayed that Danbury K teachers participated in K Virtual home visits Aug. through Dec.  745 visits were 

done via phone or computer and started with the following: What are your hopes and dreams for your child?  

Teachers were excited to make connections with their families of incoming children prior to the start of the school 

year, during a year when in person visits were not possible 

 

Strategic Planning Updates 

K. Walston provided an update on 2022-2027 Strategic Planning process   Work is underway and a revised plan will 

be shared at the BOE workshop scheduled for April 28th.  

 

M. Coelho moved, seconded by K. Conetta to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned 

at 8:08 p.m. 

 

      ________________________ 

      Gladys Cooper 

 

 


